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Stéphanie Alenda - United Nations Journal 
Ms. Alenda joined the United Nations’ Journal as an editorial assistant in March 2009. Previously, she worked 
as the Model-UN Coordinator at the World Federation of United Nations Associations. She also volunteered as 
a teacher in Morocco and China for Jeunesse et Reconstruction (a French association which organizes volunteer 
programs throughout the world) and interned for Religions for Peace in the Secretary General’s office. She 
received her BA in mathematics from University of Nice Sophia Antipolis and her MA in development 
economics from University of Paris-Assas. During her studies, she was the national representative for school 
supervisors at the French trade union Syndicat National des Enseignements du Second degré. She speaks 
French and Spanish.  
 
Tom Armbruster - City College of New York 
Mr. Armbruster is the State Department’s Diplomat in Residence in New York. He recently served as US Consul 
General in Vladivostok, Russia, the world's largest consular district. Previous postings include Finland, Cuba, 
Mexico, and Tajikistan, where Mr. Armbruster was Deputy Chief of Mission. Foreign Service highlights include 
leading a counternarcotics delegation to Kabul, serving as lead negotiator for a treaty in force with Russia on 
emergency response, and attending "Cool School," an arctic survival course while Polar Affairs Officer in the 
State Department. Mr. Armbruster holds master’s degrees from the Naval War College in Newport in 
International Security, and St. Mary's University in San Antonio in International Relations.  
 
Danièle Ayotte - Consulate General of Canada 
Ms. Ayotte is the Deputy Consul General of Canada in New York. Previously, while working as a career 
diplomat, she served as regional executive coordinator for Latin America and Caribbean in Haiti and as director 
general and deputy executive coordinator for the Secretariat for the Americas Strategy in Ottawa. In both 
capacities she developed and implemented Canada’s engagement in the region. Prior to those assignments, she 
was director of the Science, Technology and Innovation Division and director for the Trade Policy Consultations 
and Liaison Division. In addition to New York and Haiti, Ms. Ayotte’s experience abroad includes postings to 
Peru and Costa Rica. She also participated in the NAFTA negotiations, was responsible for bilateral commercial 
relations with Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay, and has been an official spokesperson on trade issues. She speaks 
French and Spanish fluently.  
 
Rosina Barba - Americans for UNFPA 
Ms. Barba manages and oversees financial and administrative operations at Americans for UNFPA. Prior to 
joining Americans for UNFPA in 2009, she worked in the corporate sector, including international posts in 
London, Hong Kong, Tokyo and Singapore. She spent the last 12 years at Deutsche Bank, most recently as the 
Chief Operating Officer for the Prime Brokerage Technology Group. Ms. Barba has a special interest in women’s 
rights and economic development issues. She is the Treasurer and Board Member for Nontraditional 
Employment for Women (NEW). She holds a bachelor’s of science in accounting from the University of Albany 
and is a CPA registered in New York.  
 
  



 
Ciatta Baysah - Law Offices of Marina Dimentman, P.C./International Justice Project 
Ms. Baysah is an Associate at the Law Offices of Marina Dimentman, P.C. From 2006 to 2010, she was the COO 
and Senior Staff Attorney for the International Justice Project (IJP), where she now serves as a volunteer 
attorney. She has legal experience with the International Criminal Court, having served as case manager to 
Legal Representatives for Victims in the situation in Darfur. She also represented IJP at the 12th UN Congress 
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in 2010. Ms. Baysah has experience in a variety of cases including 
international, criminal, and civil litigation, as well as immigration. She received her JD from Seton Hall and is a 
member of the Bars in District of Columbia, New Jersey and New York.  
 
Rachel Beer - CIA 
Ms. Beer serves as the National Intelligence Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. Previously, she was a 
senior intelligence analyst working on the national security impacts of climate change. Her current interests 
include Middle East regional dynamics and the political and security impacts of climate change and 
environmental stress. She has developed expertise in Middle East politics and counterterrorism in a variety of 
analytic, management, and staff assignments. Ms. Beer has lived and traveled in the Middle East and Europe.  
 
Samuel Brookfield - Nigeria Higher Education Foundation 
Mr. Brookfield is the first Executive Director of Nigeria Higher Education Foundation. Previously, he was the 
President and CEO of the Business Council for the United Nations (BCUN), which worked to build partnerships 
and bridges of understanding between the United Nations and the business community. Prior to working at 
BCUN, Mr. Brookfield held significant leadership positions in institutions of secondary and higher education. 
Mr. Brookfield taught history, was the director of admissions and of college counseling at several US and British 
secondary schools (as a Fulbright Teacher), and was also assistant director of admissions at Yale University.  
 
Patricia Carreras - D'incelli Carreras & Assoc., Inc. 
Ms. Carreras, President of D'incelli Carreras & Association, Inc., was the press secretary of the French president 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing (1974-1976). She founded Promotion Information Communication (PIC), a PR firm in 
Paris, and serves as President of IC&A Inc., a French home-decor import business in New York. She created two 
magazines, one on French life style (France USA Rendezvous) and the other on German business (The New 
Germany), each with a circulation of 1 million. Ms. Carreras also started a home accessories business.  
 
Nicole Carta - United Nations Population Fund 
Ms. Carta oversees private sector partnerships and strategy for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), 
which works to support universal access to maternal and reproductive health services in developing countries. 
Her main areas of focus are corporate social responsibility, private sector partnerships, foundation grantmaking 
and grant proposal writing, individual donor campaigns, and marketing & communications. Prior to joining 
UNFPA, Ms. Carta was a program officer at the Goldman Fund in California overseeing grantmaking in 
environment and reproductive health portfolios. She also spent ten years in the private sector in branding and 
communications, project management, and debt negotiation.  
 
Nell Constantinople - National Geographic Cinema Ventures 
Ms. Constantinople currently works in the film distribution division for National Geographic Films and as a 
freelance filmmaker. She has shot all over the world, from the streets of Moscow to deep in the Amazon jungle, 
and has worked as a director, producer, and sound mixer for a variety of independent productions. Recent films 
include the 2011 Academy Award nominee for Best Documentary “Restrepo” and “The Last Lions.” She has also 
produced a documentary series in 2007 for Gesundheit! Institute, a health care nonprofit founded by Patch 
Adams, and worked in Santiago, Chile on several feature and documentary films including the 2006 feature, 
Manzanas Verdes, a selection at the Valdivia International Film Festival. Ms. Constantinople received a BA in art 
history from Northwestern University. 
 



 
Patricia Ellis - Women's Foreign Policy Group 
Ms. Ellis is President of the WFPG, an NGO which promotes women's leadership in international affairs. 
Previously, she was a journalist for fifteen years and covered foreign affairs for the MacNeil-Lehrer Newshour 
and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. She also taught news coverage of foreign affairs at American 
University's Washington Semester Program, worked at the US Mission to the UN, and at MIT’S Center for 
International Studies. She was awarded a fellowship at Harvard's Center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy; 
received a scholarship from the Netherlands for graduate study in The Hague; participated in the European 
Community Visitor’s Program; and was a founding member of the International Women's Media Foundation. 
She also serves on the State Department's Advisory Committee on International Economic Policy (ACIEP).  
 
John Ericson - United Nations 
Mr. Ericson is the Chief of the Outreach Unit in the Office of Human Resources Management of the United 
Nations Secretariat in New York. He joined the UN in Vienna, Austria in 1982 and later spent five years at the 
Economic Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia as a social affairs officer. He has served in 
peacekeeping operations in the former Yugoslavia and Cambodia, and has also worked in Bangkok, Thailand 
and Nairobi, Kenya. Among other things, Mr. Ericson was involved in the evacuation of UN staff from Ethiopia 
in 1991 and ran a polling station during the elections in Cambodia in 1993. He has worked in social affairs, 
training, administration, recruitment, and staffing.  
 
Masha Feiguinova - Central Eurasia Project 
Ms. Feiguinova is a program officer for the Central Eurasia Project at the Open Society Foundation. Based in 
OSF's New York office, she promotes civic and political rights, good governance, and development through 
policy analysis, independent reporting, and grants. Prior to working at OSF, Ms. Feiguinova managed 
Community HealthCorps, an AmeriCorps direct service program that addresses public health needs of medically 
underserved communities in New York City. In this capacity she trained community health advocates and 
worked with health centers to expand and enhance their social services. Ms. Feiguinova holds an MPhil in 
international relations with specialization in security studies from University of Cambridge, United Kingdom.  
 
Polly Ferman - PAMAR (Pan American Musical Art Research, Inc.) 
Ms. Ferman is the founder of PAMAR (Pan American Musical Art Research Inc.), a non-profit organization 
established in 1984 as one of the leading cultural organizations in NYC. PAMAR’s mission is to promote 
cooperation among the various cultures of the Americas. Ms. Ferman is also the founder and CEO of Latin-
American Cultural Week, an annual city-wide Latin-American Cultural Week festival produced by PAMAR which 
showcases established and emerging artists in the areas of music, dance, theatre, film, visual arts, and 
literature. Ms. Ferman also created and directs "GlamourTango", a multimedia music and dance show 
performed by an all female cast which showcases the role of women in tango. She is an internationally-
renowned pianist who has been hailed by the Japan Times as the "musical ambassador of the Americas."  
 
Tressa Finerty - Department of State, US Mission to the United Nations 
Ms. Finerty is an officer of the US Foreign Service, currently serving in New York as the deputy political 
counselor to the US Permanent Representative to the United Nations. She manages a team of FSOs who cover 
issues relating to the Middle East and North Africa, Asia, Latin America, and nonproliferation and disarmament 
in the UN Security Council and General Assembly. Currently, she is most focused on issues relating to the 
Middle East peace process and Syria. Ms. Finerty has also served in Iraq, Armenia, and Thailand. Prior to joining 
the Department of State, she worked in the private sector as a strategy consultant to Fortune 500 companies 
and non-profit organizations. She holds a BA in international affairs and an MBA in international business 
finance from The George Washington University.  
 
  



 
David Firestein - EastWest Institute 
Mr. Firestein is the vice president for the Strategic Trust-Building Initiative and Track 2 Diplomacy at EastWest 
Institute, where he leads the company’s Russia and United States programs. Previously, he served over 15 
years as a Foreign Service Officer in Beijing and Moscow. He also served at the State Department on the US 
Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation office (APEC), and on the 
China desk. He is the author and co-author of multiple best-selling books on China, as well as over 130 articles 
in Chinese and Russian publications. Mr. Firestein holds master’s degrees from the University of Texas in public 
affairs and Asian studies. He is also fluent in Russian and Chinese.  
 
Claudia Frittelli - Carnegie Corporation of New York 
Ms. Frittelli is a program officer of African higher education at Carnegie Corporation of New York, where she 
works to accelerate economic and social development in Africa by strengthening higher education. Partnering 
with public universities in Tanzania, Uganda, South Africa, and Ghana, she focuses on staff development, equity 
and access, information and communication technology (ICT), resource mobilization, and policy. Previously, Ms. 
Frittelli managed a public-private partnership at Markle Foundation in collaboration with UNDP to advance ICT 
in developing countries. Prior to joining the Foundation, she held management positions in the global 
telecommunications and Internet private sector in Paris and NY, and served as a consultant to international 
NGOs. Ms. Frittelli holds an MBA from Thunderbird and an MA from Syracuse University.  
 
Elena Garofalo - National Committee on American Foreign Policy 
Ms. Garofalo currently serves as program director of the National Committee on American Foreign Policy, a 
nonprofit activist organization dedicated to the resolution of conflicts that threaten US interests. In this 
capacity, she brings in experts and designs programs to educate the public on key foreign policy issues and how 
they affect national security and defense. She has organized closed door roundtables and off-the-record Track I 
1/2 and Track II diplomatic discussions. She is currently working on a series focused on the evolution of defense 
tactics from hard to soft power in the US. She also oversees all development and outreach efforts. She 
graduated from Mount Holyoke College with a double-major in International Relations and Italian.  
 
Lynne Goldberg - United Nations 
Ms. Goldberg has worked for the United Nations in a number of capacities as a lawyer, special assistant, and in 
human resources. She began her career at the UN working in its field operations in Haiti, South Africa, and 
Rwanda as a human rights attorney. She served as a legal officer for five years in the Office of Legal Affairs and 
then transferred to the Department of Peacekeeping, where she handled administrative legal issues. Currently, 
she works in the Department of Management in the Office of Human Resources in the Outreach Unit. She holds 
a JD from Yeshiva University and a master’s in public administration from Harvard.  
 
Ronnie Goldberg - United States Council for International Business 
As executive vice president for policy and programs at the United States Council for International Business 
(USICIB), Ms. Goldberg directs the organization’s work on trade, investment, and economic and regulatory 
policy issues. She also serves as the US employers’ representative on the governing body of the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) and vice president of the International Organization of Employers (IOE).  
 
Yvonne Gonzales - Department of State, US Mission to the United Nations 
Ms. Gonzales has been a Foreign Service Officer since 2003. She has served in Latin America, Asia, and Africa and she 
is currently at the US Mission to the United Nations in New York. She worked on cultural and exchange programs at 
the Embassy in Panama City, Panama. Ms. Gonzales was a consular officer and then an economic officer, with 
responsibility for managing the telecommunications and transportation portfolio at the Embassy in Jakarta. She 
worked as a political officer at the Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa, where she covered South Africa’s foreign 
relations. In her current position, she is a staff assistant to the US Permanent Representative to the UN.  
 



 
Tala Jallad - Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 
Ms. Jallad, an associate at Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP, represents various participants in the structured 
finance market including issuers, lenders and borrowers on asset-backed transactions, with an emphasis on 
prime and sub-prime automobile loan and lease securitizations and warehouses. Ms. Jallad has worked with a 
large auto industry issuer on private securitizations that constitute eligible collateral under the Term Asset-
Backed Securities Loan Facility (TALF), established by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Ms. Jallad received 
her bachelor's degree from Tufts University and her law degree from the New England School of Law, where 
she was the recipient of the of CALI Excellence for the Future Award.  
 
Amy Joyce - New York Univeristy 
Ms. Joyce is associate director for public health practice at the NYU Master of Public Health program, where 
she develops the public health practice components of the MPH program, coordinates the internship, 
practicum, and Capstone programs, and oversees professional development and career service activities as well 
as alumni relations. Previously, she was an independent consultant for several organizations, including the 
Population Council, UN Division for the Advancement of Women, Plan International UK, and UNIFEM. Her 
research focused on gender and HIV and the health of young people, with a specific focus on adolescent girls. 
She has also worked with the International Education and Resource Network in New York and Relief-
International in London. Ms. Joyce holds an MSc in Gender, Social Policy, and Development from LSE and a BA 
from Brown University.  
 
Dan Konigsburg - Deloitte 
Mr. Konigsburg is managing director and global leader for Deloitte’s Global Center for Corporate Governance. 
The Global Center promotes dialogue in, and advances thinking on, corporate governance among corporations 
and their boards of directors, investors, the accounting profession, academia, and government. Previously Mr. 
Konigsburg was director of corporate governance at Standard & Poor’s in London and New York, a senior 
analyst at Institutional Shareholders Services, and consulted on projects in the former Soviet bloc for Aalbers 
Europe Consultancy. He holds a BA from Yale in Russia and East European studies. He speaks Russian and Czech 
fluently and is also proficient in French and Polish.  
 
Marseille Markham - Institute of International Education 
Ms. Markham is Assistant Manager of Recruitment and Training at the Institute for International Education, 
where she launched the company’s first mentoring program in its New York office. Prior to joining IIE, she 
served as an English language instructor in Seoul, Korea and she also studied in Ecuador and Spain. Ms. 
Markham received her BA in International Relations and completed her MA in Education. 
 
Ambassador Simona-Mirela Miculescu - Permanent Mission of Romania to the UN 
Since her appointment in New York, Ambassador Miculescu has been vice president of the UNICEF Executive Board, 
vice president of the Assembly of State Parties to the ICC, and is currently the chair of the Special Political and 
Decolonization Committee of the General Assembly. During her diplomatic career, Ambassador Miculescu has 
served as foreign policy adviser to the president of Romania, spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, senior 
media advisor to the minister, director of the press department, press secretary of the Romanian Embassy in the US, 
senior public information officer at the OSCE Mission in Kosovo, and senior advisor for public outreach to the 
government of Iraq. She was the first woman in Romania to be granted the rank of Ambassador. She holds a PhD in 
Literature, has taught international public relations, and has published several books and numerous articles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Marc Miller - Kyrgyz-North America Trade Council 
Mr. Miller has extensive experience in market development and related issues, concentrating on Russia, 
Europe, Central Asia, and the former Soviet Union. He is founder and executive director of the Kyrgyz-North 
America Trade Council, a US-based non-profit organization dedicated to promoting trade and investment 
between Kyrgyzstan and the US/Canada. He also founded Discovering Russia and Discovering Eurasia to 
promote cross-border trade, business, and travel. Mr. Miller speaks regularly on cross-border investment issues 
and other topics on Russia, Kyrgyzstan, and other former Soviet countries. He has conducted three Kyrgyz 
Opportunities Forums in New York and Washington, which were attended by senior-level officials including 
President Roza Otunbayeva and then-Prime Minister Igor Chudinov.  
 
Tzili Mor - Equality Now 
Ms. Mor joined Equality Now as director of their NY office in 2012 after having served as a Gender Justice 
Adviser in Afghanistan with the International Development Law Organization, where she worked with the 
country’s first special prosecution Unit on Violence Against Women to promote women’s access to justice. Ms. 
Mor is an international human rights advocate and adviser with substantial experience in designing, 
implementing, and managing human rights, gender, and rule of law projects, including law reform and 
advocacy. Previously she was acting director and clinical fellow at Georgetown Law’s International Women’s 
Human Rights Clinic, a global coordinator on human rights defenders with Amnesty International, and a 
regional human rights specialist with the ABA, based in Central Asia. Ms. Mor holds a BA form UCLA, a MSFS 
from Georgetown University, and a JD and LLM in advocacy and international human rights law from 
Georgetown Law.  
 
Cosmina Morariu - Fragomen (Canada) Co. 
As a team lead and regulated Canadian immigration consultant with Fragomen (Canada) Co. in Toronto, Ms. 
Morariu focuses on temporary resident status applications, global visas, document procurement, and 
legalization applications. She has written articles on various Canadian immigration matters in the Romanian 
newspaper Faptu' Divers in Toronto, and collaborated with Fragomen professionals on the Global Business 
Immigration Handbook, published by Thomson West. She holds a bachelor's degree in civil law in Romania, 
completed the Immigration Practitioner course in Canada, and is currently pursuing a common-law degree at 
Nottingham University in the UK.  
 
Shannon O'Neil - Council on Foreign Relations 
Dr. O’Neil is the Douglas Dillon fellow for Latin America studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. She is a 
frequent television and news commentator on Latin America and has testified before Congress on US policy 
towards Mexico. Prior to joining the Council, she was a justice, welfare, and economics fellow and executive 
committee member at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs at Harvard University, and she also 
worked in the private sector as an equity analyst at Indosuez Capital Latin America and Credit Lyonnais 
Securities. She directed the Council’s Independent Task Force report on US–Latin America Relations and she is 
currently writing a book on Mexico. She holds a BA and an MA from Yale University, and a PhD in government 
from Harvard University.  
 
Luis Orozco - Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia 
Mr. Orozco, an established diplomat and attorney, has served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia 
since 2003. He has served as advisor to the deputy minister of multilateral affairs and as political counselor for 
US affairs. He represented the Colombian government as vice consul, head of legal office in the Colombian 
Consulate General in Miami, where he was responsible for legal relations between Colombian and US local and 
federal law enforcement agencies and served as a key advisor on relations with the US. Mr. Orozco participated 
in negotiations on several bilateral treaties with the US, served as US desk officer, and organized large-scale 
meetings with US officials and diplomats and interagency meetings with other Colombian ministries. He is 
currently working on his MS in Global Affairs from NYU. 



 
Alessandro Pio - Asian Development Bank 
Mr. Pio joined the Asian Development Bank in 1993 and now serves as the resident director general of the 
North American Representative Office. Previously he served as senior advisor and officer-in-charge in the 
budget, personnel, and management systems department, where he was also responsible for overseeing 
workforce planning, internal organization, and matters related to the implementation of ADB's Strategy 2020 
through the annual Work Program and Budget Framework. Mr. Pio was also a country economist for Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives, and a programs economist for Vietnam, where he led and contributed to the preparation of 
the country strategies and programs. He also served as country director of the Sri Lanka Resident Mission, 
where he co-chaired coordination of the aid agencies post-tsunami reconstruction response and oversaw 
implementation of ADB’s country program.  
 
Maureen Quinn - International Peace Institute 
Ambassador Quinn is a senior adviser at the International Peace Institute. Earlier in her career, she served as 
Ambassador to Qatar; Coordinator for Afghanistan at the State Department; and Deputy Chief of Mission in 
Morocco. As an economic officer, she also represented the United States in Guinea, Panama, and Pakistan. She 
had a mid-career Pearson Fellowship in the US House of Representatives. She also serves as an Adjunct 
Professor at Seton Hall University’s Whitehead School of Diplomacy and International Relations and established 
international service learning programs as vice president at Girl Scouts of the USA. Ambassador Quinn received 
her BA from Tulane University and an MSFS from Georgetown University.  
 
Jessica Rodrigues - Independent Consultant 
Ms. Rodrigues is an international development professional, specializing in global health, strategic information, 
and capacity building. Most recently, she worked as a senior manager for the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation (EGPAF) based in Mozambique for four years, where she established the strategic information 
department, monitored program performance, and launched a multi-million dollar subgrant program to district 
and provincial health departments. Prior to joining EGPAF, she worked for World Relief and FHI 360, where she 
provided technical assistance for maternal and child health and HIV programs, and contributed to business 
development efforts. She also performed short-term consultancies in Honduras and Botswana and is fluent in 
Portuguese and Spanish. She holds a BS from New York University and an MS from Georgetown University.  
 
Lisa Ryan - Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP 
Ms. Ryan has practiced exclusively in the field of corporate immigration and nationality law since 1994. She 
currently manages Fragomen’s global operations in the US, and provides guidance on global initiatives, the 
development and implementation of immigration programs for clients, and best practices. She is also a 
member of Fragomen’s Corporate Compliance Committee. Previously, Ms. Ryan has represented corporate 
clients in a variety of industries such as financial services, insurance/reinsurance, information technology and 
telecommunications, human resources and management consulting, industrial gas, marketing/advertising, and 
pharmaceuticals. She has also represented numerous mid-sized companies and high net-worth individuals. 
Prior to moving to New York, Ms. Ryan worked in the firm’s Chicago office, where she represented clients in the 
commercial aviation, oil and gas, financial services, accounting, and manufacturing industries.  
 
Luigi Santosuosso - Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, United Nations 
Dr. Santosuosso is a legal officer at the Division for Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea at the Office of Legal 
Affairs of the United Nations, where he has been focusing on the continental shelf and capacity building 
activities. Before joining the Division he worked in the Treaty Section of the Office of Legal Affairs. Prior to 
joining the United Nations, Dr. Santosuosso lectured on international law at the Universities of Milan, Parma, 
and Campobasso, and served as adviser to the delegation of Sierra Leone at five sessions of the Preparatory 
Commission for the International Criminal Court. He earned his PhD on international regulation of the use of 
landmines from the University of Naples; an LLM from Harvard Law School (Fulbright Scholarship); and a law 
degree from the University of Parma and the University of Utrecht.  



 
Patricia Schramm - American Swiss Foundation 
Ms. Schramm is President of the New York-based American Swiss Foundation, a private, non-profit organization 
devoted to strengthening the historic friendship between the US and Switzerland on a person-to-person basis. 
Previously, she served for seven years as Cultural Attaché of the Consulate General of Switzerland in New York 
and worked in external affairs for Novartis. A dual citizen of the US and Switzerland, she studied at Harvard 
College, holds a master's degree from the University of Zurich, and was a Fellow of the Remarque Forum at 
New York University. She has also served on the Board of Directors of the Swiss Institute New York.  
 
Sari Schwartz - Americans for UNFPA 
Ms. Schwartz is Senior Manager for Public Affairs at Americans for UNFPA, where she coordinates organization-
wide efforts to promote political awareness and support for UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, 
within the United States. Prior to joining Americans for UNFPA, she served as Senior Legislative Counsel for 
Congresswoman Jackson Lee (TX) in Washington, DC, where she was responsible for developing a 
comprehensive foreign policy legislative agenda. Ms. Schwartz has also worked for AIPAC, the third-largest 
grassroots lobbying movement in the country. She holds a BA from Brandeis University in Politics, Economics 
and Latin American Studies, a JD from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, and is a member of the New York 
State Bar.  
 
Alexis Siegel - Peace Corps 
Ms. Siegel served with the Peace Corps in Bolivia. After completing two years of service as a basic sanitation 
and health volunteer, she was offered a one-year extension of service, during which she worked as a Peace 
Corps trainer and led rainwater harvesting workshops sponsored by Water for People. She is currently working 
for the Peace Corps as the New York University campus recruiter. She received her BA from NYU and is 
currently a first year graduate student at NYU studying International and Community Public Health.  
 
David Speedie - Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs 
Mr. Speedie has over 20 years of experience in philanthropy, heading programs on international peace and 
security. He currently serves as a senior fellow at the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs’ US 
Global Engagement program, an initiative he started to examine the principles and practice of, and challenges 
to, the commitment to foreign policy engagement in a changing world order. He focuses primarily on Russia, 
NATO/Afghanistan, greater Middle East, Iran, and publishes and speaks regularly on the issues, both in 
academic settings and in the media in US, UK, Brazil, Iran, and Russia. Previously, Mr. Speedie was a senior 
fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School 
of Government and also directed the Secure World Program at W. Alton Jones Foundation.  
 
Laura Thielges - Girl Scouts of the USA 
Ms. Thielges works in Global Girl Scouting as a consultant for USA Girl Scouts Overseas, which brings Girl 
Scouting to 17,000 members in 94 countries. Her territories include Africa and Europe, but she is also 
responsible for training world-wide. She and her colleagues have held training conferences in Mexico, United 
Kingdom, Germany, Japan, and the United Arab Emirates. Ms. Thielges has been working in Girl Scouting for 
more than 12 years and has had an international focus for the past four years. Prior to her tenure at Girl Scouts 
of the USA, she worked for two of its local branches in Minnesota. She has served on a variety of non-profit and 
youth serving coalitions. She holds BAs in French and Women’s Studies from the University of Minnesota.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tanisha Tingle-Smith - Verdade Consulting 
Ms. Tingle-Smith is the founder and principal of Verdade Consulting, a boutique Brazil-focused country risk 
advisory and research consultancy. She also is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations-sponsored 
Independent Task Force on Brazil. Previously, she served as a consultant at United Nations Development 
Programme on Brazil-Africa South-South development exchange, and was a foreign policy analyst and advisor 
with the Departments of State and Treasury and the Central Intelligence Agency. She has also worked in the 
corporate world as an analyst and assistant vice president for Global Emerging Markets Economic Research at 
Salomon Smith Barney and Merrill Lynch. She holds an MA in International Affairs from Columbia University.  
 
Dire Tladi - South African Mission to the United Nations 
Dr. Tladi is a legal advisor for the South African Permanent Mission to the United Nations. In January, he began 
a five-year term as a member of the United Nations’ International Law Commission. He is also a professor of 
international law at the University of Stellenbosch, one of the top research universities in South Africa, and is 
the author of Sustainable Development in International Law: An Analysis of Key Enviro-Economic Instruments. 
Dr. Tladi holds an LLB degree from the University of Pretoria, an LLM degree from Connecticut, and a PhD 
degree from the Erasmus University Rotterdam.  
 
Natski Tyler - Asian Development Bank 
Ms. Tyler is the Partnerships and Protocol Coordinator at the Asian Development Bank's North American 
Representative Office, where she organizes outreach programs and workshops to the ADB's North American 
shareholders based upon the topics relevant to the North American audiences. She also facilitates the ADB's 
senior management officials' visits to North America. Prior to joining ADB, she worked at the Embassy of Japan 
to the US for 10 years, first in the Ambassador’s office and then working on diplomatic immunity. Ms. Tyler has 
a degree in interpersonal communications.  
 
Nancy Walker 
Dr. Walker has just returned from Turkey, where she was a visiting fellow at Ankara University’s Center for 
African Studies; visiting scholar at Bilkent University; guest lecturer on women and leadership, US politics, and 
African issues; and community volunteer. From 2009-2010, Dr. Walker served as founding director and senior 
fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Ansari Africa Center. Previously, she held several leadership positions at the 
DoD: first director of the Africa Center for Strategic Studies, director of the Office of African Affairs, and UN 
branch chief in the Office of Peacekeeping Policy. Dr. Walker joined the government in 1989 as the German and 
NATO Analyst at USIA. She was a Bosch Fellow and completed MIT’s Seminar XXI. Dr. Walker speaks fluent 
German and French and conversational Spanish and Turkish. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Harvard and 
Radcliffe and a doctorate from Oxford University.  
 
Sally Yerkovich - Institute of Museum Ethics at Seton Hall University 
Dr. Yerkovich is director of the Institute of Museum Ethics and adjunct faculty member at Seton Hall University. 
She is also a consultant to non-profit organizations. With a PhD in cultural anthropology (ethnography and 
folklore) from the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Yerkovich has over thirty years of leadership experience in 
high profile American institutions including the National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, New Jersey Historical Society, South Street Seaport Museum, and Museum for African Art. For 
fifteen years, she worked with The Fund for Arts and Culture, a non-profit organization that shares best 
practices with cultural organizations in Central and Eastern Europe. She currently serves on the Ethics 
Committee of the International Council of Museums.  


